
Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors
Regular Session Tax

January 10, 2017
10:00 AM

Court House Annex 119 E. Solomon Street Room
108 Griffin, GA 30223

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. CITIZENS COMMENT

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and topic in which
they will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board only. Speakers will be allotted
three (3) minutes to speak on their chosen topics and relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of
the Board of Assessors. No questions will be asked by any board member during citizen
comments. Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are
expected at all times during the meeting.

C. MINUTES -

1. Consider the approval of the minutes from the regular scheduled meeting on December 13,
2016.

D. OLD BUSINESS -

E. NEW BUSINESS -

1. A).  Elect Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Chairman
B).  Elect Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Vice Chairman
C).  Appoint Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Secretary

2. Review and consider approval for the new and renewal of 2017 Current Use Valuation
Assessment (CUVA).

3. Review and consider the approval for the following homeowner to build a second house on his
property that is currently in a Conservation Covenant.
     Gilbert, Jack and Cheryl
     1125 Amelia Rd.
     Parcel: 200-01-004A

4. Consider the approval establish a Board Policy using Cost and Design factors.
5. Set 2017 Board of Tax Assessors Regular Scheduled meetings.

F. CHIEF APPRAISER'S REPORT

1. FYI:
     1).    South Data mailed 3,530 Personal Property Returns
     2).    Jerry Johnson-Wingap Technical Workshop in Leesburg, GA January 23-27, 2017
     3).    Joe Maddox-Course VI: Management Development in Savannah, GA Febuary  6-10, 2017
     4).     Personal Property Siminar
     5).     Vulcan Materials Company
     6).     Out of State Trip
     7).     Perkins Shibaura Engines, LLC

G. ASSESSORS COMMENTS

H. CLOSED SESSION



I. ADJOURNMENT



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
Minutes from December 13, 2016

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

Consider the approval of the minutes from the regular scheduled meeting on December 13, 2016.

Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Minutes 1/5/2017 Cover Memo



MINUTES 
Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 
119 East Solomon Street 
Room 108 
Griffin, GA  30223 
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 

The Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors December Regular Scheduled 
Meeting was held on Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. at the Spalding 
County Annex Building located at 119 East Solomon Street in Room 108.  The 
meeting was brought to order at 10:16 a.m. by Chairman William (Bill) Norris 
with Vice Chairman Johnie McDaniel present.  Member Brad Wideman was 
absent.  Others present were Chief Appraiser Don Long, Assistant Chief 
Appraiser Joe Maddox, County Attorney Jim Fortune, and Board Secretary Betty 
Browning. 

 
B. CITIZEN’S COMMENTS 
 None 
 
C.  MINTUES 

Mr. McDaniel motioned to approve the minutes from the November 15, 2016 
Regular Scheduled Meeting as read.  The motion was seconded by Chairman 
Norris and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
D.  OLD BUSINESS 
 
E.  NEW BUSINESS                                                                                        

1).   A Hunt Club, LLC - John Plageman, Brian Upson and Bruce 
Ballard were present to speak to the board concerning the Board of 
Tax Assessors and Board of Equalization’s 2016 Conservation 
denial for the property located at 5226 W. Ellis Road.  Mr. 
Plageman stated that the A Hunt Club, LLC has owned the above 
referenced property since 2002 and the primary use of the purpose 
is for hunting by the members only, which pays dues.  Mr. 
Plageman stated that the members have allowed the Boy Scouts and 
unprivileged children organizations to use the property.  Mr. 
Plageman stated that the IRS has 25 designations for non-profit 
organizations and A Hunt Club, LLC would be considered under the 
501 (7c) and the application has been completed and now is at the 
hands of the IRS.  Mr. Plageman asked the board what else they can 
do to have the Conservation reinstated. 

 
 Mr. Upson stated that A Hunt Club, LLC has owned the property for 

fifteen years and the property has been in conservation for the last 



ten with no changes.  Mr. Upson explained to the board that the 
reason for the LLC is for liability purposes only for the eight 
members. 

 
 Mr. Ballard stated that the property has been in conservation for 

the past ten years with LLC in the name and doesn’t understand 
why there is a problem now.  Mr. Ballard stated that the members 
have no desire to be a 501 (7c) and is it required to have the 
paperwork in hand.  He also stated that after the tornado they 
replanted trees and cleaned up the property. 

 
 Chief Appraiser Long stated that usually hunt clubs are owned by 

individuals and leased to others.  The LLC has to be kin by the 
fourth degree. 

 
 County Attorney Jim Fortune stated that the ownership change 

from LLC to individual names would qualify if it is done by January 
1st or if the 501 (7c) is provided prior to April 1st. 

 
 Mr. Upson stated that he would like to know from the state why the 

wording is so different.  A 501 (3c) is a designation and a 501 (7c) is 
pursuant to. 

 
 The board took no action on this matter. 

 
 

2). Denisse Habboushi presented a written request to remove the 
picture of her house from qPublic because her husband is a Fayette 
County Police Officer.  After discussion the board made a 
unanimous decision. 

 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve removing the photo from 

qPublic but not the name because the house is titled to Denisse 
Habboushi only.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and 
the motion carried unanimously. 

 
Due to Mr. Fortune’s schedule No. 12 and 13 was moved to No. 3. 
 
12). Ratify the issue of two subpoenas for Vulcan Materials 

Company, Inc. mailed on November 21, 2016 - Mr. Fortune 
stated that Vulcan Materials has provided some documents but has 
filed a motion to quash the subpoenas and filed a protective motion.    

 Chief Appraiser Long stated that the discovery is twenty four 
million.               

 



 Chairman Norris motioned to ratify the two subpoenas filed to 
Vulcan Companies, LLC the motion was seconded by Mr. 
McDaniel and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
13). Ratify the issue of two subpoenas for Tech Map Inc. 

mailed on November 21, 2016 in regards to Vulcan 
Materials Company, Inc. – Mr. Fortune stated that Tech Map 
Inc. has not presented the information requested.   

 
Mr. McDaniel motioned to ratify the two subpoenas filed to Tech 
Map Inc. and set a Special Called Meeting for Thursday, December 
15, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.to be held in the Courthouse Annex in Room 
108.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Norris and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
3). Consider the approval of the Tax Exemption request for 

the following parcel:  Volunteers of America Greater 
Southeast, Inc. Parcel: 054A-01-022 Address: 345 Carver 
Road.  Chief Appraiser Long stated that this property is going to be 
used for a home for intellectually disabled individuals.  He also 
stated that they presented a copy of their 501(c) (3) letter and his 
recommendation is to approve the application for 2017. 

 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve the Tax Exempt status for 

2017.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and the motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
4). Review the Board of Equalization’s Decisions from 

November 20, 2016.  The Board of Equalization granted 
Conservation to the following parcels: 

  a).  Freeman, Eddie & Linda – 266-01-008C 
  b).  Jones, Julian – 228-03-005J 
  c).  Hester, Virginia – 265-01-011B 
  d).  Sweat, Joseph A. – 257-01-009B 
 
 After discussion Mr. McDaniel motioned to proceed to Superior 

Court the 2015 Conservation application for Eddie & Linda 
Freeman.  The motion was seconded by Chairman Norris and the 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
5). Consider approval to breach the Conservation Covenant 

for the following parcel: 
  Esmond Farm, Inc. 
  Parcel: 267-02-014 
  1044 W. Ellis Road 
  



 Chief Appraiser Long stated that this property is 613.12 acres and 
200 acres was recently sold for $95,000 per acre and the owner has 
already presented a check in the amount of $94,947.90 for the 
penalty fees.  Mr. Long’s recommendation to the board is to breach 
the covenant with penalty. 

 
 Mr. McDaniel motioned to breach the covenant with penalty.  The 

motion was seconded by Chairman Norris and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
6). Consider a policy for Veteran Retroactive Tax Break 
 Chief Appraiser Long presented to the board a copy of an article 

from Gainesville Times concerning Veterans and Retroactive Tax 
Breaks.  Mr. Long stated that because of the VA’s backlog it is not 
known when a Veteran’s approval will get approved so it would be 
best if the board had a policy concerning this matter. 

 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve a policy that will protect 

the Veterans and allow Retroactive Homestead Exemptions.  The 
motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

  
 
7). Consider the approval to update the 2017 Wingap file with 

ABOS Marine Blue Book for the valuation of Marine 
Vessels. 

 
 Mr. McDaniel motioned to approve the ABOS Wingap updates.  

The motion was seconded by Chairman Norris and the motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
8). Consider the approval to use SouthData mail the 2017 

Personal Property Returns. 
  a).  Business 
  b).  Freeport 
  c).   Airplanes 
  d).  Marine 
 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve the use of SouthData to mail 

the 2017 Personal Property Returns.  The motion was seconded by 
Mr. McDaniel and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
9). Consider the approval to update the 2017 Mobile Home 

Digest by applying a year’s depreciation. 
 Chief Appraiser Long stated that there is 744 Prebill mobile homes 

and with the one year’s depreciation there is a 1% decrease and in 
2016 the office received 72 appeals. 



 Chairman Norris motioned to approve one year’s depreciation for 
the 2017 Mobile Home Digest.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
McDaniel and the motion carried unanimously. 

  
 
10). Consider the approval to update the 2017 Wingap file with 

2017 NADA values. 
 Chief Appraiser Long stated that Marshall & Swift is what the 

appraisers use to value mobile homes and NADA is used for back-
up especially during appeals. 

 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve the 2017 NADA values in 

Wingap.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
11). Approve to submit the 2017 Mobile Home Digest to Sylvia 

Hollums Tax Commissioner. 
 Chief Appraiser Long stated that the digest has to be delivered to 

the Tax Commissioner prior to January 5th. 
 
 Chairman Norris motioned to approve and submit the 2017 Mobile 

Home Digest to Sylvia Hollums Tax Commissioner prior to 
January 5th.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

  
14). Consider the approval to complete audits on the following 

companies: 
  a).  IHOP/Cannon International  Acct: 5491 
  b).  Lester Ranew Equipment Company  Acct: 5026 
  c).  Stowe Woodward, Inc.  Acct: 1187 
  d).  AEP Industries, Inc.  Acct: 11 
  e).  Century 21 Murray, Inc.  Acct: 2914 
 Chief Appraiser Long stated that these are several accounts that 

need to be audited and some have not filed current returns in years. 
 
 Mr. McDaniel motioned to audit the above referenced files.  The 

motion was seconded by Chairman Norris and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

  
F. CHIEF APPRAISER’S REPORT 

1).  Chief Appraiser Long presented to the board a copy of the  
Georgia Department of Revenue’s Memorandum that provides the 
maximum amount of benefits authorized to be paid to an individual 
or spouse under the Federal Social Security Act.  This amount for 
2017 is $64,488. 
 



Chief Appraiser Long the announcement from the Georgia 
Department of Revenue that provides the amount of homestead 
exemption authorized to be claimed by the following applicants: 

*Disabled Veterans, surviving spouse, and minor child 
pursuant to O.C.G.A 48.5.48 and 
*Surviving spouse of service member killed in action 
pursuant to O.C.G.A. 48.5.52.1 

    
2).  The January 2017 Board Meeting will be Tuesday, January 10, 
2017 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
3).  Chief Appraiser Long gave an update on the outstanding 
appeals.  As of this day there is 867. 
 
4).  Chief Appraiser Long stated that Betty Browning received her 
longevity check. 

    
G. ASSESSORS COMMENTS 

1).  Chairman Norris commented on how good it was to have Mr. 
McDaniel back with the board after his accident. 

      
H. CLOSED SESSION  
   I. ADJOURNMENT 

There was no further business.  Chairman Norris motioned to 
adjourn. The motion was seconded by Mr. McDaniel and the 
motion carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 11:59 A.M. 

  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Betty Browning 
Secretary Board of Tax Assessors 



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
Elections/Appointment

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

A).  Elect Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Chairman
B).  Elect Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Vice Chairman
C).  Appoint Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Secretary
Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
2017 Conservation Applications

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

Review and consider approval for the new and renewal of 2017 Current Use Valuation Assessment
(CUVA).
Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
Conservation Review

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

Review and consider the approval for the following homeowner to build a second house on his property
that is currently in a Conservation Covenant.
     Gilbert, Jack and Cheryl
     1125 Amelia Rd.
     Parcel: 200-01-004A
Requirement for Board Action

Georgia Code 48-5-7.4
Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors Policy and Procedures
Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Information 1/6/2017 Cover Memo

















SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
Board Policy

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

Consider the approval establish a Board Policy using Cost and Design factors.

Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
2017 Meetings

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

Set 2017 Board of Tax Assessors Regular Scheduled meetings.

Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF TAX ASSESSORS
FYI

Requesting Agency

Betty Browning

Requested Action

FYI:
     1).    South Data mailed 3,530 Personal Property Returns
     2).    Jerry Johnson-Wingap Technical Workshop in Leesburg, GA January 23-27, 2017
     3).    Joe Maddox-Course VI: Management Development in Savannah, GA Febuary  6-10, 2017
     4).     Personal Property Siminar
     5).     Vulcan Materials Company
     6).     Out of State Trip
     7).     Perkins Shibaura Engines, LLC
Requirement for Board Action

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Seminar Release 1/5/2017 Cover Memo

Vulcan Materials Company 1/6/2017 Cover Memo

Out of State Trip 1/6/2017 Cover Memo

Perkins Shibaura Engines, LLC 1/6/2017 Cover Memo



Spalding County Tax Assessors Office 
119 East Solomon Street 
Room 101 
Griffin, GA  30223 
 

For Immediate Release: 
 
 

Spalding County Board of Tax Assessors to offer Personal Property Seminar 

The Personal Property Division of the Tax Assessors office will be conducting informative seminars to 

assist the public in the understanding and completion of these forms. These seminars will be conducted 

on Friday, January 13th at the Spalding County Courthouse Annex located at 119 East Solomon Street, 

Griffin Georgia, Room 108. The seminars are scheduled for 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM.  

At the end of 2016, the Spalding County Tax Assessors Office mailed out just over 3300 Personal 

Property Tax Forms.  These Forms went out to owners of Boats, Aircraft and Businesses in the county.  

Personal Property Tax Returns are used to report the details and values of assets used in businesses as 

well as the value of Air and Water Craft located in Spalding County.  Recipients of these forms have until 

April 1st, 2017 to complete and return to the Tax Assessors Office.  

If you would like more information on these seminars, please contact the Tax Assessors Office at 770-

467-4240.  
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