
Board of Commissioners of Spalding County

Zoning Public Hearing
July 27, 2017

6:00 PM
One Griffin Center, Solomon Street Entrance, W.

Elmer George Municipal Hall
A. Call to Order

Note: Persons desiring to speak must sign in for the appropriate application. When called, speakers
must state their names and addresses and direct all comments to the Board only. Speakers will be
allotted three (3) minutes to speak on their chosen topics and relate to matters pertinent to the
jurisdiction of the Board of the Commissioners. No questions will be asked by any of the
commissioners during citizen comments. Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated.
Common courtesy and civility are expected at all times during the meeting.

B. New Business:

1. Application #17-08S:  Preston Fuller and Destin N. Fuller, Owners - 74 Jonan Road (2 acres
located in Land Lot 20 of the 3rd Land District) - requesting a Special Exception to allow a general
home occupation in the AR-1 District.

2. Application #17-05Z:  David W. Morrison and Kimberly L. Morrison, Owners - 207 Cecil Jackson
Road (3 acres located in Land Lot 229 of the 3rd Land District) - requesting a rezoning from AR-1,
Agricultural and Residential and R-2, Single Family Residential, to AR-1, Agricultural and
Residential.

3. Application #FLUMA-17-02:  Lift from the table - Robert M. Goldberg has requested a future
land use map change from Low-Density Residential to Commercial for the following:  2693
Williamson Road (3.110 acres located in Land Lot 43 of the 2nd Land District).

4. Application #17-03Z:  Lift from the table - Robert M. Goldberg, Owner - 2693 Williamson Road
(3.110 acres located in Land Lot 43 of the 2nd Land District) - requesting a rezoning from AR-1
Agricultural and Residential to O & I Office and Institutional.

C. Other Business:

D. Adjournment



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Application #17-08S

Requesting Agency

Office of Community Development

Requested Action

Application #17-08S:  Preston Fuller and Destin N. Fuller, Owners - 74 Jonan Road (2 acres located in Land
Lot 20 of the 3rd Land District) - requesting a Special Exception to allow a general home occupation in the AR-
1 District.
Requirement for Board Action

Section 414.

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

Applicant requests a Special Exception to have a home occupation on property in the AR-1 district.  The
proposed home occupation will consist of using a computer and silhouette machine to create t-shirts and decals.
 
Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

APRPOVAL
 
BOARD OF APPEALS RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Application #17-08S 7/18/2017 Backup Material

BOA 07-13-17 Minutes (draft) 7/18/2017 Backup Material
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SPALDING COUNTY APPEALS BOARD 

Regular Meeting 

July 13, 2017 

 

 

The Spalding County Appeals Board held its regular monthly meeting on July 13, 2017 at 7:00 

P.M. in Room 108 of the Spalding County Courthouse Annex.  Members present were:  Ed 

Brown, Chair, presiding; Curtis Keys; Patricia McCord; and Bill Slaughter.  Tangela Williams 

was not present.    

 

Also present were: Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director; Newton Galloway, Zoning 

Attorney; and Virginia Langford to record the minutes. 

 

Mr. Brown called the meeting to order and invited anyone present that was not the applicant and 

wanted to address the Board on any of the applications to come forward and sign the request 

form. 

 

Application #17-08S:  Preston Fuller and Destin N. Fuller, Owners – 74 Jonan Road (2 acres 

located in Land Lot 20 of the 3
rd

 Land District) requesting a Special Exception to allow a general 

home occupation in the AR-1 District. 

 

Preston David Fuller – 74 Jonan Road 

Mr. Fuller said they want a home based business to do vinyl detailing and lettering on t-shirts 

signs and other items.  All business is handled on-line and there are no customers at the house.  

All shipping is handled by USPS so there are not trucks picking up shipments.  There are no 

advertising signs on the property. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said the application meets all standards and requirements, and the staff 

recommendation is for approval. 

 

MOTION 

Mr. Keys made a motion to approve Application #17-08S.  The motion passed on a second by 

Mr. Slaughter with Mr. Brown, Mr. Keys, Ms. McCord, and Mr. Slaughter voting for the motion.        

 

MINUTES 

Mr. Slaughter made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brown, to approve the minutes of the June 8, 

2017 meeting.  The motion passed with Mr. Brown, Ms. McCord, and Mr. Slaughter voting for 

the motion and Mr. Keys abstaining because he was not present.         

      

ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Keys and a second by Ms. McCord with Mr. 

Brown, Mr. Keys, Ms. McCord, and Mr. Slaughter voting for the motion.        

      

 

________________________________  

Ed Brown – Chair 

 

       ____________________________________  

       Yvonne M. Langford - Recorder 



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Application #17-05Z

Requesting Agency

Office of Community Development

Requested Action

Application #17-05Z:  David W. Morrison and Kimberly L. Morrison, Owners - 207 Cecil Jackson Road (3
acres located in Land Lot 229 of the 3rd Land District) - requesting a rezoning from AR-1, Agricultural and
Residential and R-2, Single Family Residential, to AR-1, Agricultural and Residential.
Requirement for Board Action

Article 4. General Procedures - Section 414. Amendments

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

The applicant has requested approval from Spalding County to rezone the subject property from R-2, Single
Family Residential and AR-1, Agricultural to AR-1, Agricultural.  In addition to the property being their
residence, the applicant would like to have the ability to place more than one horse on the subject property.
 
Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

APPROVAL
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS:  APPROVAL

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Application #17-05Z 7/18/2017 Backup Material

PC 06-27-17 Minutes (draft) 7/18/2017 Backup Material
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SPALDING COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 

June 27, 2017 

 

 

The Spalding County Planning Commission held its regular monthly meeting on June 27, 2017 

at 7:00 P.M. in Room 108 of the Spalding County Courthouse Annex.  Members present were: 

John Youmans, Chair, presiding; Bruce Ballard; Walter Cox; Sonny Eubanks; and Frank Harris.   

 

Also present were: Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director; Newton Galloway, Zoning 

Attorney; and Yvonne Langford to record the minutes. 

 

Mr. Youmans called the meeting to order, introduced the members of the Planning Commission 

and invited those present wanting to address the Board regarding any matter to sign in on the 

appropriate form. 

 

Application #17-05Z:  David W. Morrison & Kimberly L. Morrison, Owners – 207 Cecil 

Jackson Road (3 acres located in Land Lot 229 of the 3
rd

 Land District) – requesting a rezoning 

from AR-1, Agricultural and Residential and R-2, Single Family Residential, to AR-1 

Agricultural and Residential. 

 

David Morrison – 207 Cecil Jackson Road 

Mr. Morrison said he would like to have more than one horse at this location.  He has several 

horses and wants this zoning change so he can have more than one horse.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said the staff is in favor of this application.  The area at this location is AR-1.  

 

MOTION 

Mr. Cox made a motion to approve Application #17-05Z.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. 

Ballard with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris; and Mr. Youmans voting for the 

motion. 

 

S/D #05-07:  Consider extension of preliminary plat for Vineyard Park Subdivision – CBD 

Investments, LLC, Owner – current preliminary plat expires June 28, 2017. 

 

MOTION 
Mr. Ballard made a motion to approve S/D #05-07.  The motion passed on a second by Mr. 

Eubanks with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans voting for the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Cox expressed concern over the routine approval of the extension of preliminary plats for 

subdivisions.  With the new comprehensive plan, there is concern over whether or not plans that 

were approved several years ago still follow “best practices”.  He would like to see some 

additional review regarding preliminary plan extension.  A lengthy discussion was held with 

concern being expressed over the condition of the some of the approved subdivisions that are not 

being maintained by the owners.  Mr. Jacobs expressed concern over whether or not a complete 

redesign can be required.  Construction drawings are only good for two years.  If there are new 

standards in some areas, they are required to meet those new standards.  He does like the idea of 

requiring them to keep the grass cut and secure the area.  If the owners have already put in a 
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substantial amount of infrastructure, he is uncertain what can be required.  Mr. Galloway 

discussed whether or not the owners are “grandfathered”.  He noted there is nothing automatic 

about renewals but by practice they have become automatic which was tied to the recession.  It 

was probably in the best interest to keep those subdivision plans active.  It is within the power of 

the County to change that informal policy.  If it is going to be changed, it needs to be done “with 

notice”.  It might be helpful to determine whether or not to “make the call” would be to develop 

a criteria in the ordinance specifically for renewals of preliminary plats.  After further discussion, 

the members of the Board requested a proposed ordinance draft for the next meeting. 

 

Mr. Cox raised some concerns regarding the Math Field application from last month.  Mr. Jacobs 

said the application took longer because of the issues being raised about the outdoor shooting 

range in another part of the County.  This application was for an indoor range and was not the 

same but the perception by the community was going to be difficult.  Additionally, this use was 

not in the code and it would have to be included.  Mr. Jacobs said he had advised the applicants 

that the staff recommendation would be for denial. Mr. Galloway said he made the presentation 

at the County Commission meeting regarding the recommendation from the Planning 

Commission.  He advised the Board of Commissioners that approval of the application would be 

spot zoning.  The staff recommendation follows the FLUM and the County zoning policy.  

Conditions were proposed but they have legal issues which were also raised with the Board 

regarding their proposal to have a zoning reversion.  There is a possibility that this proposal for 

Math Field will be at a future meeting.        

 

MINUTES 

Mr. Eubanks made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 30, 2017 meeting.  The motion 

passed on a second by Mr. Cox with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris; and Mr. 

Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Cox and a second by Mr. Ballard with Mr. 

Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris; and Mr. Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  

John Youmans – Chair 

 

       ____________________________________  

       Yvonne M. Langford - Recorder 



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Application #FLUMA-17-02

Requesting Agency

Office of Community Development

Requested Action

Application #FLUMA-17-02:  Lift from the table - Robert M. Goldberg has requested a future land use map
change from Low-Density Residential to Commercial for the following:  2693 Williamson Road (3.110 acres
located in Land Lot 43 of the 2nd Land District).
Requirement for Board Action

Article 4. General Procedures - Section 414. Amendments

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

The applicant has initiated a request to allow for the amendment of the Spalding County Future Land Use Map
and the Comprehensive Plan for 2693 Williamson Road from Low-Density to Commercial.
 
Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

DENIAL
 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS:  DENIAL

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Application #FLUMA-17-02 7/18/2017 Backup Material

PC 05-30-17 Minutes 7/18/2017 Backup Material
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SPALDING COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 

May 30, 2017 

 

 

The Spalding County Planning Commission held its regular monthly meeting on May 30, 2017 

at 7:00 P.M. in Room 108 of the Spalding County Courthouse Annex.  Members present were: 

John Youmans, Chair, presiding; Bruce Ballard; Walter Cox; Sonny Eubanks; and Frank Harris.   

 

Also present were: Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director; Steven Jones, Zoning 

Attorney; and Yvonne Langford to record the minutes. 

 

Mr. Youmans called the meeting to order, introduced the members of the Planning Commission 

and invited those present wanting to address the Board regarding any matter to sign in on the 

appropriate form. 

 

MOTION 

Mr. Cox made a motion to discuss Application’s #FLUMA-17-02 & #17-03Z and 

#FLUMA-17-03 & #17-04Z together and vote on them separately.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Ballard with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

 

Application #FLUMA-17-02: Robert M. Goldberg has requested a future land use map change 

from Low-Density Residential to Commercial for the following:  2693 Williamson Road (3.110 

acres located in Land Lot 43 of the 2
nd

 Land District). 

 

Application #17-03Z: Robert M. Goldberg, Owner -2693 Williamson Road (3.110 acres located 

in Land Lot 43 of the 2
nd

 Land District) – requesting a rezoning from AR-1 Agricultural and 

Residential to O & I Office and Institutional. 

 

Robert Goldberg – 225 Broadmoor Drive – Fayetteville, GA. 

Mr. Goldberg said he formerly lived at 2693 Williamson Road.  He previously rented space from 

a local attorney for his law practice.  His practice had done well and he had raised his family at 

the 2693 Williamson Road house.  Approximately four years ago, he moved his home to 

Fayetteville.  While he was living at the Williamson Road address, he had been advised what he 

needed to do in order to use the house for his business.  He failed to follow those directions and 

operated his law practice from there.  Last year Mr. Jacobs visited with him and that is the reason 

for this application.  He does not feel the use of the property for his law practice is incompatible 

with low-density use.  When he lived at the address, there were more people coming and going 

than there are now.  He does not feel he is having a negative impact on the neighbors.  The 

neighbors feel this could turn into something other than a law practice.  He requested approval of 

his application with conditions that nothing other than a law practice be allowed.  He feels the 

conditions would satisfy the neighbors.   

 

Alan McCallum – 2831 Williamson Road 

Mr. McCallum said he lives on the other side of Mr. Goldberg.  He likes Mr. Goldberg.  He is a 

good person.  This request is about rezoning.  The zoning does not go with the person.  It goes 

with the land.  There is a vacant lot adjacent to Mr. Goldberg’s home that could be used for other 

commercial uses and a request could be made to rezone that for other commercial uses.  This is, 

in essence, spot zoning.  There is nothing else out there like this.  If this is approved, you are 
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opening the door for other requests.  If this is approved, Mr. Goldberg could sell this tomorrow 

and the zoning would be with the property.  You are setting a precedent for the entire county.   

 

Kim Stone – 2715 Williamson Road 

Mr. Stone said he moved to this area about two years ago.  They looked for a long time for 

property.  They were looking for a little space with no commercial aspects.  Now they are 

looking at a potential conversion to commercial property.  He is looking at life changes and he 

does not want to look at the backside of a building with dumpsters.  He wants to look at nature.  

He is against this change to commercial.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said this request is to go from residential to commercial.  The area around is planned 

as a Village Node.  The County is in the process of updating their Future Land Use Map.  The 

way the County is targeting strategic intersections in terms of providing service areas for 

commercial uses and medical and office type uses is probably still going to be the strategy that 

will be followed with next planning update.  Considering this application, the staff has concerns 

regarding the land use patterns developing.  They want to avoid some of the negative aspects of 

Highway 19-41.  The staff recommendation is for denial of the changes to the Land Use Map.  

They further recommend denial of the rezoning.  This would essentially be spot zoning.  This 

cannot be considered for a home occupation because it is not Mr. Goldberg’s place of residence.  

It is being used exclusively for an office. 

 

MOTION 
Mr. Eubanks made a motion to deny Application #FLUMA-17-02.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Cox with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

 

With the recommendation for denial of the change in the Future Land Use Map, there was no 

further action on application #17-03Z. 

 

Application #FLUMA–17-03: Alex Scott has requested a future land use map change from 

Agriculture to Commercial for the following:  3616 Fayetteville Road (19.5 acres located in 

Land Lot 6 of the 3
rd

 Land District). 

 

Application #17-04Z:  Terry Dunn, Owner – Alex Scott, Agent – 3616 Fayetteville Road (19.5 

acres located in Land Lot 6 of the 3
rd

 Land District) requesting a rezoning from AR-1 

Commercial to C-1 Highway Commercial. 

 

Alex Scott – 109 Cedar Point – Peachtree City 

Mr. Scott said he was the applicant.  He introduced Mr. Wayne Smith who was to provide the 

information regarding this application. 

 

Wayne Smith – 428 Constitution Circle – Peachtree City 

Mr. Smith said he has been with the GBI for 31 years.  He is also a professional firearms trainer 

and has been for 22 years.  They want to present what they want to do.  They want to be open 

and honest and follow the County process for this application.  They are concerned about the 

controversy in the County over a current shooting range.  They are concerned they will be 

“painted with the same brush”.  There is nothing similar about what they want to do.  They want 

to operate a school which is what they have done professionally for a long time.  It is a place for 

teaching a class and then helping them learn how to use firearms properly.  They want to open 

this to the public.  The property is currently under three different type zonings.  The facility, 
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since the 80’s, has been used as a “public type” facility.  He reviewed the different uses of the 

property over the years.  It has been used by the public where people come and go.  They intend 

to use it as it has been used in the past as far as public access is concerned.  This will not be a 

traditional range.  The use will be enclosed and nothing used in the process will leave the 

building.  It is done with ballistic abatement and sound abatement.  They will be following the 

NRA recommendations.  They welcome any conditions and provisions.  They have plans for a 

future addition to the facilities.  They work mostly with handguns.    

 

Terry Dunn – 208 Sylvan Lane 

Mr. Dunn said he is the owner of this property.  He gave a history of his family and this property 

over the years.  His family has owned this property since 1938.  He requested approval for this 

use of the property. They intend to be good neighbors and will address any concerns the 

neighbors have.  

 

Steven Walker – 470 Denton Circle – Fayetteville, Georgia.   

Mr. Walker said he is in favor of this application.  This will be a benefit to the area and the entire 

south side.  It is hard to get this type training and it is becoming more popular.  It will be a 

disservice to deny this because we need people trained to understand the use of what is involved 

with guns.  He understands people are upset with the other gun range.  This is not a comparison 

for the same thing.  The other is an outdoor range that has different limitations and this is an 

indoor facility serviced by professional people that know and understand the industry.  He asked 

approval for the application. 

 

Faith Wallace – 3672 Fayetteville Road 

Ms. Wallace said she has 4.96 acres adjacent to this property.  Formerly, this property has been 

used for bands and parties.  The bands were too loud and too noisy.  She and her neighbors had 

to call the police to stop the noise.  She does not know how this will affect the noise problem.  

Adjacent to this property is Mr. Rebholz whose right-of-way has to be used to access this 

property since they have no road frontage.  People think this is an out of door shooting range 

already.  She was out on her property and there was a gun shot that “scared her to death”.  She 

has health issues.  The neighbor that shot their gun was a young man in his teens.  She does not 

know how much time she has left but she would like to live it in peace and quiet.  She is very 

much opposed to this application.  If this is approved, she plans to return with a petition from her 

neighbors.         

 

Mr. Jacobs said this application from the staff level is entirely different than the one they are 

dealing with at another location.  In door shooting ranges are now included in the UDO as a 

special exception in some zoning districts.  This particular application has a lot of the concerns 

that are similar to the previous request.  He discussed the zoning for the area around this 

property.  The area is planned overwhelmingly as agricultural type uses.  There a commercial 

corridor along Highway 92.  A portion of the property was zoned C-1A conditioned for use as a 

restaurant only.  This is a difficult tract.  In review of the zoning application, the staff 

recommendation is for denial.  The Future Land Use Map is predominantly agricultural and this 

will be spot zoning.  The applicant has also applied for a Special Exception with regard to this 

property that will be considered at the next Appeals Board meeting.   

 

Discussion was held between the applicant, the members of the Planning Commission, and those 

in attendance in opposition to the application.     
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MOTION 

Mr. Cox made a motion to deny Application #FLUMA-17-03.  The motion passed on a second 

by Mr. Harris with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Harris and Mr. Youmans voting for the motion and 

Mr. Eubanks voting against. 

 

With the recommendation for denial of the change in the Future Land Use Map, there was no 

further action on application #17-04Z. 

 

Amendment to UDO #A-17-03:  Article 2. Definitions of Terms Used – Section 202 KKK’ – 

add definitions of Street or Road, Cul-de-sac; Article 4. General Procedures – Section 413:E & 

Section 414:D – amend required public notice signage requirement.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said this amendment is in response to the discussion by the Planning Commission 

regarding expanding the public notice signage requirements.  The staff recommendation is for 

denial.  He does not want it to appear that he is advocating for no notice.  He feel they already go 

above and beyond what the code requires.  No matter how far you go sending the letters there is 

always going to be the next person out of the ring that is not going to get a notice.   

 

Mr. Youmans said he advocated the need for the additional signage.  He is a property owner and 

pays taxes in Spalding County.  The situation for him is that it would have taken one more sign 

to accomplish the notice regarding the need for this change.  His take on this is that you are not 

willing to consider the property owners by putting up another sign.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said it is one more sign today and then another and another; it is going to get 

expensive. 

 

Mr. Ballard said a cul-de-sac is easy but what happens when you have additional roads and then 

you have four other roads that need signs.  Sometimes things work well for years and he does not 

see the need for a lot of changes. 

 

Mr. Cox said he does not see the need to add to the workload of the staff even in a minor way. 

 

Mr. Youmans said there were a lot of the neighbors that did not know what was going on 

regarding that application 

 

Mr. Cox said there were a lot of the neighbors that attended the meeting and spoke in favor of the 

application. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said he feels there is a valid concern regarding getting information to the public.  He 

is not certain that a sign is the way to solve that issue.  They have to advertise in the “legal 

organ” which is the Griffin Daily News.  Fewer people are subscribing to the newspaper. Is there 

a better way than that, in the age of social media, to get information to the public?  He does not 

feel the sign is going to be the “fix”.   

 

MOTION 

Mr. Ballard made a motion to deny Amendment to UDO #A-17-03.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, and Mr. Harris voting for the 

motion and Mr. Youmans voting against. 
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Amendment to UDO #A-17-04:  Article 5.  AR-1 Agricultural and Residential – Section 503:A 

& B – amend use of riding academies and other facilities which host equestrian events, and 

Article 6. AR-2 Rural Reserve – Section 603:A & B – amend use of equestrian farms, equestrian 

pastures, riding academies and other facilities which host equestrian events. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said this is an issue with respect to equestrian farms and rodeo and horse show 

events.  They were requested by the Commissioners to address the issue.  The recommendation 

is for approval. 

 

MOTION 
Mr. Cox made a motion to approve Amendment to UDO #A-17-04.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Ballard with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

   

MINUTES 

Mr. Cox made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2017 meeting.  The motion 

passed on a second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and 

Mr. Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

Discussion was held regarding future applications that are anticipated and the review of the 

Future Land Use Map.  They have had good responses regarding the Future Land Use Map.  

Most are similar to the ones received the last time this was reviewed.  They will have an open 

house in the near future. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said he feels a review if the overlay district is warranted.  It is a little cumbersome to 

develop anything within the overlay district.  He does not want to relax restrictions to the point 

that it becomes a lot of the same.  Maybe it would be possible to work to make it a little easier to 

develop something within the overlay district provided you are follow the design criteria.       

 

ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Cox and a second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. 

Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

 

 

________________________________  

John Youmans – Chair 

 

 

       ____________________________________  

       Yvonne M. Langford - Recorder 



SPALDING COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Application #17-03Z

Requesting Agency

Office of Community Development

Requested Action

Application #17-03Z:  Lift from the table - Robert M. Goldberg, Owner - 2693 Williamson Road (3.110 acres
located in Land Lot 43 of the 2nd Land District) - requesting a rezoning from AR-1 Agricultural and Residential
to O & I Office and Institutional.
Requirement for Board Action

Article 4. General Procedures - Section 414. Amendments.

Is this Item Goal Related?

No

Summary and Background

The applicant has requested rezoning of the subject property to O&I, Office and Institutional, for the purpose of
operating a law office on the property.  The office will utilize an existing residential structure.
 
The current property has a total of 6.4 plus acres which would be subdivided pursuant to the rezoning request of
the 3.11 acres should the application be approved.
 
 
Fiscal Impact / Funding Source

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

DENIAL
 
NO VOTE DUE TO RECOMMENDATION OF DENIAL OF APPLICATION #FLUMA-17-02. 
APPLICATION #17-03Z IS MOOT.

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type

Application #17-03Z 7/18/2017 Backup Material

PC 05-30-17 Minutes 7/18/2017 Backup Material
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SPALDING COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting 

May 30, 2017 

 

 

The Spalding County Planning Commission held its regular monthly meeting on May 30, 2017 

at 7:00 P.M. in Room 108 of the Spalding County Courthouse Annex.  Members present were: 

John Youmans, Chair, presiding; Bruce Ballard; Walter Cox; Sonny Eubanks; and Frank Harris.   

 

Also present were: Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director; Steven Jones, Zoning 

Attorney; and Yvonne Langford to record the minutes. 

 

Mr. Youmans called the meeting to order, introduced the members of the Planning Commission 

and invited those present wanting to address the Board regarding any matter to sign in on the 

appropriate form. 

 

MOTION 

Mr. Cox made a motion to discuss Application’s #FLUMA-17-02 & #17-03Z and 

#FLUMA-17-03 & #17-04Z together and vote on them separately.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Ballard with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

 

Application #FLUMA-17-02: Robert M. Goldberg has requested a future land use map change 

from Low-Density Residential to Commercial for the following:  2693 Williamson Road (3.110 

acres located in Land Lot 43 of the 2
nd

 Land District). 

 

Application #17-03Z: Robert M. Goldberg, Owner -2693 Williamson Road (3.110 acres located 

in Land Lot 43 of the 2
nd

 Land District) – requesting a rezoning from AR-1 Agricultural and 

Residential to O & I Office and Institutional. 

 

Robert Goldberg – 225 Broadmoor Drive – Fayetteville, GA. 

Mr. Goldberg said he formerly lived at 2693 Williamson Road.  He previously rented space from 

a local attorney for his law practice.  His practice had done well and he had raised his family at 

the 2693 Williamson Road house.  Approximately four years ago, he moved his home to 

Fayetteville.  While he was living at the Williamson Road address, he had been advised what he 

needed to do in order to use the house for his business.  He failed to follow those directions and 

operated his law practice from there.  Last year Mr. Jacobs visited with him and that is the reason 

for this application.  He does not feel the use of the property for his law practice is incompatible 

with low-density use.  When he lived at the address, there were more people coming and going 

than there are now.  He does not feel he is having a negative impact on the neighbors.  The 

neighbors feel this could turn into something other than a law practice.  He requested approval of 

his application with conditions that nothing other than a law practice be allowed.  He feels the 

conditions would satisfy the neighbors.   

 

Alan McCallum – 2831 Williamson Road 

Mr. McCallum said he lives on the other side of Mr. Goldberg.  He likes Mr. Goldberg.  He is a 

good person.  This request is about rezoning.  The zoning does not go with the person.  It goes 

with the land.  There is a vacant lot adjacent to Mr. Goldberg’s home that could be used for other 

commercial uses and a request could be made to rezone that for other commercial uses.  This is, 

in essence, spot zoning.  There is nothing else out there like this.  If this is approved, you are 
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opening the door for other requests.  If this is approved, Mr. Goldberg could sell this tomorrow 

and the zoning would be with the property.  You are setting a precedent for the entire county.   

 

Kim Stone – 2715 Williamson Road 

Mr. Stone said he moved to this area about two years ago.  They looked for a long time for 

property.  They were looking for a little space with no commercial aspects.  Now they are 

looking at a potential conversion to commercial property.  He is looking at life changes and he 

does not want to look at the backside of a building with dumpsters.  He wants to look at nature.  

He is against this change to commercial.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said this request is to go from residential to commercial.  The area around is planned 

as a Village Node.  The County is in the process of updating their Future Land Use Map.  The 

way the County is targeting strategic intersections in terms of providing service areas for 

commercial uses and medical and office type uses is probably still going to be the strategy that 

will be followed with next planning update.  Considering this application, the staff has concerns 

regarding the land use patterns developing.  They want to avoid some of the negative aspects of 

Highway 19-41.  The staff recommendation is for denial of the changes to the Land Use Map.  

They further recommend denial of the rezoning.  This would essentially be spot zoning.  This 

cannot be considered for a home occupation because it is not Mr. Goldberg’s place of residence.  

It is being used exclusively for an office. 

 

MOTION 
Mr. Eubanks made a motion to deny Application #FLUMA-17-02.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Cox with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

 

With the recommendation for denial of the change in the Future Land Use Map, there was no 

further action on application #17-03Z. 

 

Application #FLUMA–17-03: Alex Scott has requested a future land use map change from 

Agriculture to Commercial for the following:  3616 Fayetteville Road (19.5 acres located in 

Land Lot 6 of the 3
rd

 Land District). 

 

Application #17-04Z:  Terry Dunn, Owner – Alex Scott, Agent – 3616 Fayetteville Road (19.5 

acres located in Land Lot 6 of the 3
rd

 Land District) requesting a rezoning from AR-1 

Commercial to C-1 Highway Commercial. 

 

Alex Scott – 109 Cedar Point – Peachtree City 

Mr. Scott said he was the applicant.  He introduced Mr. Wayne Smith who was to provide the 

information regarding this application. 

 

Wayne Smith – 428 Constitution Circle – Peachtree City 

Mr. Smith said he has been with the GBI for 31 years.  He is also a professional firearms trainer 

and has been for 22 years.  They want to present what they want to do.  They want to be open 

and honest and follow the County process for this application.  They are concerned about the 

controversy in the County over a current shooting range.  They are concerned they will be 

“painted with the same brush”.  There is nothing similar about what they want to do.  They want 

to operate a school which is what they have done professionally for a long time.  It is a place for 

teaching a class and then helping them learn how to use firearms properly.  They want to open 

this to the public.  The property is currently under three different type zonings.  The facility, 
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since the 80’s, has been used as a “public type” facility.  He reviewed the different uses of the 

property over the years.  It has been used by the public where people come and go.  They intend 

to use it as it has been used in the past as far as public access is concerned.  This will not be a 

traditional range.  The use will be enclosed and nothing used in the process will leave the 

building.  It is done with ballistic abatement and sound abatement.  They will be following the 

NRA recommendations.  They welcome any conditions and provisions.  They have plans for a 

future addition to the facilities.  They work mostly with handguns.    

 

Terry Dunn – 208 Sylvan Lane 

Mr. Dunn said he is the owner of this property.  He gave a history of his family and this property 

over the years.  His family has owned this property since 1938.  He requested approval for this 

use of the property. They intend to be good neighbors and will address any concerns the 

neighbors have.  

 

Steven Walker – 470 Denton Circle – Fayetteville, Georgia.   

Mr. Walker said he is in favor of this application.  This will be a benefit to the area and the entire 

south side.  It is hard to get this type training and it is becoming more popular.  It will be a 

disservice to deny this because we need people trained to understand the use of what is involved 

with guns.  He understands people are upset with the other gun range.  This is not a comparison 

for the same thing.  The other is an outdoor range that has different limitations and this is an 

indoor facility serviced by professional people that know and understand the industry.  He asked 

approval for the application. 

 

Faith Wallace – 3672 Fayetteville Road 

Ms. Wallace said she has 4.96 acres adjacent to this property.  Formerly, this property has been 

used for bands and parties.  The bands were too loud and too noisy.  She and her neighbors had 

to call the police to stop the noise.  She does not know how this will affect the noise problem.  

Adjacent to this property is Mr. Rebholz whose right-of-way has to be used to access this 

property since they have no road frontage.  People think this is an out of door shooting range 

already.  She was out on her property and there was a gun shot that “scared her to death”.  She 

has health issues.  The neighbor that shot their gun was a young man in his teens.  She does not 

know how much time she has left but she would like to live it in peace and quiet.  She is very 

much opposed to this application.  If this is approved, she plans to return with a petition from her 

neighbors.         

 

Mr. Jacobs said this application from the staff level is entirely different than the one they are 

dealing with at another location.  In door shooting ranges are now included in the UDO as a 

special exception in some zoning districts.  This particular application has a lot of the concerns 

that are similar to the previous request.  He discussed the zoning for the area around this 

property.  The area is planned overwhelmingly as agricultural type uses.  There a commercial 

corridor along Highway 92.  A portion of the property was zoned C-1A conditioned for use as a 

restaurant only.  This is a difficult tract.  In review of the zoning application, the staff 

recommendation is for denial.  The Future Land Use Map is predominantly agricultural and this 

will be spot zoning.  The applicant has also applied for a Special Exception with regard to this 

property that will be considered at the next Appeals Board meeting.   

 

Discussion was held between the applicant, the members of the Planning Commission, and those 

in attendance in opposition to the application.     
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MOTION 

Mr. Cox made a motion to deny Application #FLUMA-17-03.  The motion passed on a second 

by Mr. Harris with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Harris and Mr. Youmans voting for the motion and 

Mr. Eubanks voting against. 

 

With the recommendation for denial of the change in the Future Land Use Map, there was no 

further action on application #17-04Z. 

 

Amendment to UDO #A-17-03:  Article 2. Definitions of Terms Used – Section 202 KKK’ – 

add definitions of Street or Road, Cul-de-sac; Article 4. General Procedures – Section 413:E & 

Section 414:D – amend required public notice signage requirement.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said this amendment is in response to the discussion by the Planning Commission 

regarding expanding the public notice signage requirements.  The staff recommendation is for 

denial.  He does not want it to appear that he is advocating for no notice.  He feel they already go 

above and beyond what the code requires.  No matter how far you go sending the letters there is 

always going to be the next person out of the ring that is not going to get a notice.   

 

Mr. Youmans said he advocated the need for the additional signage.  He is a property owner and 

pays taxes in Spalding County.  The situation for him is that it would have taken one more sign 

to accomplish the notice regarding the need for this change.  His take on this is that you are not 

willing to consider the property owners by putting up another sign.   

 

Mr. Jacobs said it is one more sign today and then another and another; it is going to get 

expensive. 

 

Mr. Ballard said a cul-de-sac is easy but what happens when you have additional roads and then 

you have four other roads that need signs.  Sometimes things work well for years and he does not 

see the need for a lot of changes. 

 

Mr. Cox said he does not see the need to add to the workload of the staff even in a minor way. 

 

Mr. Youmans said there were a lot of the neighbors that did not know what was going on 

regarding that application 

 

Mr. Cox said there were a lot of the neighbors that attended the meeting and spoke in favor of the 

application. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said he feels there is a valid concern regarding getting information to the public.  He 

is not certain that a sign is the way to solve that issue.  They have to advertise in the “legal 

organ” which is the Griffin Daily News.  Fewer people are subscribing to the newspaper. Is there 

a better way than that, in the age of social media, to get information to the public?  He does not 

feel the sign is going to be the “fix”.   

 

MOTION 

Mr. Ballard made a motion to deny Amendment to UDO #A-17-03.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, and Mr. Harris voting for the 

motion and Mr. Youmans voting against. 
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Amendment to UDO #A-17-04:  Article 5.  AR-1 Agricultural and Residential – Section 503:A 

& B – amend use of riding academies and other facilities which host equestrian events, and 

Article 6. AR-2 Rural Reserve – Section 603:A & B – amend use of equestrian farms, equestrian 

pastures, riding academies and other facilities which host equestrian events. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said this is an issue with respect to equestrian farms and rodeo and horse show 

events.  They were requested by the Commissioners to address the issue.  The recommendation 

is for approval. 

 

MOTION 
Mr. Cox made a motion to approve Amendment to UDO #A-17-04.  The motion passed on a 

second by Mr. Ballard with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris and Mr. Youmans 

voting for the motion. 

   

MINUTES 

Mr. Cox made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2017 meeting.  The motion 

passed on a second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and 

Mr. Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

Discussion was held regarding future applications that are anticipated and the review of the 

Future Land Use Map.  They have had good responses regarding the Future Land Use Map.  

Most are similar to the ones received the last time this was reviewed.  They will have an open 

house in the near future. 

 

Mr. Jacobs said he feels a review if the overlay district is warranted.  It is a little cumbersome to 

develop anything within the overlay district.  He does not want to relax restrictions to the point 

that it becomes a lot of the same.  Maybe it would be possible to work to make it a little easier to 

develop something within the overlay district provided you are follow the design criteria.       

 

ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Cox and a second by Mr. Eubanks with Mr. 

Ballard, Mr. Cox, Mr. Eubanks, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Youmans voting for the motion. 

 

 

 

________________________________  

John Youmans – Chair 

 

 

       ____________________________________  

       Yvonne M. Langford - Recorder 
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